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his measures accordingly. Among the con-
fidences which fell from his lips and were
gathered up by his intimates is this revealing
word: "We took nothing from Austria after
Sadowa because we wanted to be able one
day to be reconciled with her." So, then, in
taking Alsace and a part of Lorraine, his idea
was that no reconciliation with the French
would be possible. He intended that the
German people should believe itself in per-
manent danger of war, that the new Empire
should remain armed to the teeth, and that
Germany, instead of dissolving Prussian
militarism into her own life, should reinforce
it by militarizing herself.

She reinforced it; and day by day the
machine grew in complexity and power. But
in the .process it yielded automatically a
result very different from that which its
constructors had foreseen. It is the story
of the witch who, by a magic incantation*
had won the consent of her broomstick to
go to the river and fill her buckets; having